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Low-income renters in Brooklyn hit harder by
Sandy  than any other city neighborhood, new
report shows 
Thousands of Brighton Beach and Coney Island residents ask for federal aid
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Charlene Davis show s mold buildup in her apartment after four feet of w ater f looded in.

Low income renters in two Brooklyn neighborhoods filed more Sandy FEMA claims than any other area in the

city, a new report shows.

There have been 14,649 Brighton Beach renters and 12,764 in Coney Island who sought federal help for their

damaged apartments, according to a report by Enterprise Community Partners, a national affordable housing

organization.

Of those applications from residents in Brighton Beach and Coney Island, 69% were from low-income renters

earning $30,000 or less annually, the report said.

“The FEMA applications show Brooklyn's most vulnerable were hit the hardest,” Enterprise deputy director

Bomee Jung said.

That includes Charlene Davis whose Coney Island apartment was damaged by Sandy when four feet of water

from Gravesend Bay flooded her home.

She used the roughly $6,000 in FEMA money to restock basics like food and toilet paper and to replace

furniture and six portable heaters at her 3310 Bayview Ave. home .

“It's cold but you can't keep the oven on forever,” sid Davis, 54, who can’t afford to move so that mold can be

removed and other repairs can be finished. “I had just finished paying for a brand new living room and dining

room set before the storm.”

The high number of Brooklyn FEMA claims is likely due to the dense neighborhoods in the 11235 and 11224

zip codes, according to area activists and pols. The two areas topped Far Rockaway, Rockaway Park and
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