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NYU Furman Center and Abt Associates Launch Tool to Tackle 
High Housing Costs 

LocalHousingSolutions.org Provides a Policy Framework for Comprehensive and Balanced Local 
Housing Strategies 

 
New York, NY— Today the 
NYU Furman Center and 
Abt Associates launched 
LocalHousingSolutions.org, 
an online, interactive tool 
to help communities 
develop local strategies 
that promote housing 
affordability. A growing 
number of communities 
across the country are 
struggling with problems 
tied to high housing costs, 
including rising 
homelessness, fear of 
displacement among 
longtime residents, and growing numbers of households unable to afford their rents or 
mortgages.  LocalHousingSolutions.org provides policymakers and practitioners, housing 
advocates, developers, and concerned community members with a single source of guidance 
via a library of more than 80 policies to preserve and strengthen affordability and address a 
range of other housing objectives.  The site will be particularly useful for cities, towns, and 
counties seeking to develop and implement comprehensive and balanced local housing 
strategies that tackle high housing costs. 
 
LocalHousingSolutions.org allows stakeholders to assess a community’s current housing needs 
and policy goals.  An online questionnaire generates recommendations from the site’s 
extensive Policy Library.  Policy guidance is organized around a four-pronged framework that 
includes policies for creating and preserving dedicated affordable housing and for removing 
barriers to the creation of additional market-rate housing – two complementary ways to 
increase the supply of affordable housing.  The framework also provides strategies to help  
 



 
households afford and access private market homes, both in the rental and homeownership 
markets. These efforts can relieve the intense competition for a limited supply of subsidized 
units, and help to address historic patterns of segregation. Finally, the site offers policies to 
protect against displacement and improve housing conditions, critical elements of a fair and 
effective housing strategy.  

 
“A growing number of cities are confronting challenges that stem from high housing costs” said 
Ingrid Gould Ellen, Faculty Director at the NYU Furman Center. “Local Housing Solutions 
provides communities with both the blueprint and tools to develop or enhance housing 
strategies that promote affordability, stability, quality, and choice.”  

 
The website was developed with input from nationally recognized housing experts and over 40 
housing organizations, all working together as part of a National Community of Practice on 
Local Housing Policy. The guidance provided on LocalHousingSolutions.org is meant to reflect a 
broad range of views and experiences that can be used by cities, towns, and counties of 
different sizes and with different levels of resources and capacity.   
 
“Local Housing Solutions benefitted immensely from the guidance of the 14 members of the 
Community of Practice’s core working group,” said Jeffrey Lubell, Director of Housing and 
Community Initiatives at Abt Associates.  “Their expertise, together with feedback from 
advisory council, have helped to ensure our guidance is grounded in lessons learned across the 
U.S.” 
 
The formal launch of LocalHousingSolutions.org marks the start of an iterative process to 
continually refine the site’s content and usefulness. Stakeholders’ experience with various 
policies in their local communities will serve as case studies that highlight successes and 
provide insight into lessons learned. External resources on policy topics linked to housing – 
public health, transportation, and education – will grow as the site develops a broader user 
base.  
 
“The flexibility of Local Housing Solutions to evolve based on new knowledge and a changing 
landscape is one of its key strengths” said Mark Willis, Senior Policy Fellow at the NYU Furman 
Center. “As communities build housing strategies and put them into practice, the breadth and 
depth of content will grow.”  
 
This project was jointly funded by the Ford Foundation and the John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation. To learn more, visit LocalHousingSolutions.org.  
 
# # # 
 
About the NYU Furman Center: The NYU Furman Center advances research and debate on 
housing, neighborhoods, and urban policy. Established in 1995, it is a joint center of the New 
York University School of Law and the Wagner Graduate School of Public Service. More 
information can be found at furmancenter.org and @FurmanCenterNYU. 
 
About Abt Associates: Abt Associates is an engine for social impact, dedicated to moving 
people from vulnerability to security.  Harnessing the power of data and our experts’ insights, 
we provide research, consulting and technical services globally in the areas of health, 
environmental and social policy, technology and international development. More information 
can be found at abtassociates.com.  

https://www.localhousingsolutions.org/
http://www.localhousingsolutions.org/
http://www.furmancenter.org/
http://www.abtassociates.com/


 

 

      
 

Rafael Cestero, The Community Preservation Corporation 

Sheila Dillon, City of Boston Department of Neighborhood 
Development 

Rick Gentry, San Diego Housing Authority 

Con Howe, CityView 

Rick Jacobus, Street Level Advisors 

Robin Kniech, Denver City Council (Council Member, At-Large) 

Linda Mandolini, Eden Housing 

Chrishelle Palay, Texas Low-Income Housing Information 
Services 

Melinda Pollack, Enterprise Community Partners 

Raul Raymundo, The Resurrection Project 

Gary Rodney, CREA LLC (formerly, NYC Housing 
Development Corporation) 

Tony Salazar, McCormack Baron Salazar 

Denise Scott, Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) 

Sheryl Whitney, Whitney Jennings Consulting 

STAFF: 

NYU Furman Center and Abt Associates team led by: 
 
Ingrid Gould Ellen, NYU Furman Center 

Jeffrey Lubell, Abt Associates 

Mark Willis, NYU Furman Center 

 

 

 
 

American Planning Association 
Center for American Progress 
Center for Popular Democracy 
ChangeLab Solutions 
Council of Large Public Housing Authorities 
Council of State Community Development Agencies 
Enterprise Community Partners 
Grounded Solutions Network 
Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies 
Housing Partnership Network 
Living Cities 
Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) 
Make Room, Inc. 
Mortgage Bankers Association (MBA) 
National Apartment Association 
National Association of Affordable Housing Lenders 
(NAAHL) 
National Association of Counties 
National Association of Home Builders 
National Association of Housing and Redevelopment 
Officials (NAHRO) 
National Association of Local Housing Finance Agencies 
National Association of Realtors (NAR) 
National Community Development Association 
UnidosUS (formally National Council of La Raza) 
National Council of State Housing Agencies 
National Fair Housing Alliance 
National Housing Conference  
National Housing Trust 
National League of Cities 
National Low Income Housing Coalition 
National Multifamily Housing Council 
National Resources Defense Council 
National Urban League (NUL) 
NeighborWorks America 
Opportunity Finance Network 
Partnership for Working Families 
PolicyLink 
Poverty & Race Research Action Council 
Public Housing Authorities Directors Association 
Smart Growth America 
Stewards of Affordable Housing for the Future (SAHF) 
U.S. Conference of Mayors 
Urban Institute 
Urban Land Institute – Terwilliger Center and the Rose 
Center 


